




20 chapter 2: demographic updates

City of Linton Comprehensive Plan

2.  Vacancy Rate

Vacancy rate is an indicator of the strength of the housing market in a 
particular area.  While the economic downturn affected the vacancy rate 
in all of Indiana, it did not make as significant of an impact on Linton.  
However, Linton had a higher vacancy rate in 2000 than the State average, 
Greene County, and all of Stockton Township, and continues to have a 
higher vacancy rate in 2010.  

Estimates from the 2012 American Community Survey do not show much 
change in vacancy rate between 2010 and 2012.  Indiana, Greene County, 
Stockton Township, and Linton all had a slight increase in vacancy rate.  
Linton shows an increase in vacancy rate to 14.7% (with a margin of error 
of +/- 4.1%).  

The higher vacancy rate in Linton could be due to the condition of the 
housing that is currently vacant.  The vacant housing is often older and/
or dilapidated.  Many people may prefer to buy/build a new home outside 
of the city instead of trying to spend the time and money to rehabilitate 
existing vacant homes within the city.  One recommendation in Chapter 4 is 
to address the vacant and dilapidated housing, especially near downtown.  
The City could purchase and remove the dilapidated housing, making lots 
available for new construction. 
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source: US Census SF3/American Community SurveyFigure 16: 	Residential Vacancy Rate
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3.  Median Housing Value

The average value of housing in Linton is much lower than the average for 
the entire State.  However, this does not necessarily mean that housing is 
more affordable for Linton residents.  The median housing value in relation 
to household income is considered affordable if the ratio is 3.0 or less.  

In Indiana, the median housing value of $123,000 and the median household 
income of $47,697 equates to a housing to income ratio of 2.58.  In Linton, 
the median housing value of $64,800 and the median household income of 
$27,787 equates to a housing to income ratio of 2.33.  Therefore, housing in 
Linton is more affordable than the State average, but not to the extent one 
may assume based on median housing value.

Estimates from the 2012 American Community Survey show a slight increase 
in median housing value for Indiana, Greene County, Stockton Township, 
and Linton.  The estimate for Linton is $68,000 (with a margin of error of 
+/- $4,216).  
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Figure 17: 	Median Housing Value

$68,000 
 

2012 Linton 
Median Housing Value Estimate


